Nicardipine after spinal cord compression in the lamb.
To study the effects of the calcium channel blocker nicardipine on spinal cord blood flow and spinal evoked potentials, the following study was undertaken. After cord compression, which was productive of paraparesis, nicardipine was administered intravenously in 10 anesthetized lambs. Ten control animals were subjected to compression but received saline instead. Nicardipine produced a significant decrease in mean arterial pressure when compared to the control group. Thirty minutes after compression, spinal cord blood flow also was lower in the nicardipine group compared with controls. Spinal evoked potentials did not recover after compression in either group.